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Editorial 





Show season has finished for 2013. This year had 
the additional bonus of a triennial conference 
and | have taken the opportunity of showcasing 
some of the photographs taken by Brisbane’s 
Jon Cara. 


Other shows have been a mixed bag. Some were 
too soon for their target plants, while others 
were too late. The remarkable year of warmth, 
which for Sydney has included the hottest day 
recorded, the hottest winter period, and 
consistently the hottest of a particular month 
recorded, means that the normal delay plants 
get over winter didn’t happen. However, one 
bonus was that some plants which wouldn’t 
normally get to a show were there for us to 
enjoy. 


Being the half century anniversary of the 
organisation—and also of the earliest groups— 
has meant that the recent quarter has been busy 
with prominent anniversaries. The ANOS 
Newcastle Group celebration is covered in this 
issue, while | have included above the cake from 
the Conference Dinner. | must say that the 
Sydney Group anniversary was a very enjoyable 
night spent with many friends of long standing. 


So what else will you find in this issue? Noel 
_ Grundon presents us with his reflections on the 
first 50 years of The Orchadian. Starting with a 
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review of the early issues—including the first 
issue—Noel has identified the changes and 
developments that have marked the various 
steps of its history. 


Ray Clement gives us a first article as National 
Registrar of judges, discussing naming with a 
supporting article from David Banks on 
nomenclature Alan Stephenson continues to 
provide articles of interest to those of us with 
concern for the bush and it’s notable gems, the 
waxlips. Sheryl Lawson gives us an overview of 
books treating Australian orchids. There is 
notification of the 2013 AOF Award of Honour 
and a review of a new book from Bill Lavarack 
round out the contents of this last issue of the 
half-century year. 


So what changes will come about under my 
holding of the post? | cannot say for sure. 
However, prominent is the migration to an 
electronic-delivered model. While the timeframe 
is such that it won’t happen in the upcoming 
volume, the editorial committee are developing 
a size, format (will be PDF to comply with the 
ICBN rules regarding acceptable publication) and 
delivery model to ensure it can continue to 
provide good value for subscribers. 


Greg Steenbeeke, 
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President’s Report 


| wish to thank Rick Winch for the excellent job 
he has done as President for the last three years, 
also thank you to outgoing Councillors - Trevor 
Porteous, Ros Capell, Ernie Baldwin and John 
Creeggan. 


The 7" ANOS Conference and show hosted by 
Kabi group was top class and | enjoyed every 
aspect of it. To all who helped in the planning 
and running of this event my thanks, the support 
by Kabi members (and friends and relatives) was 
amazing. | was impressed by the helpers who 
manned those tedious tasks such as reception 
and the excellent canteen. A special thank you to 
Kabi President Harold Geppert; Show Organiser 
Ross Harvey and Chairman Eddie Boudette. | 
hope | haven’t offended anyone for not naming 
them but all members of the Kabi Group 
should be proud for what they have * 
achieved. 


The Kempsey Speciosum Spectacular was 
certainly that this year, in my opinion the 
standard of the benched plants was the 
highest of all the Speciosum Spectacular 
shows | have been to. Ted’s orchid house 
was breathtaking and deserved an award * 

of its own. Orchid lovers should make an 
attempt to see this show because | am 
sure there would not be a display of 
Dendrobium speciosums as good as this in | 
“THE WORLD”. To Ted and Winsome 
Walmsley and their family and the Mid 
North Coast ANOS Group thank you for a 
great weekend. 


| look forward to receiving my copy of 
The Orchadian. | think it is first class 
reading with a great variety of articles to 
please those of us who love our Australian | 
native flora and hybrids. | was impressed __ 
with K. Yin Chan and Sau-Wan Chan’s | 
article on the “evolution” of cultivated 
Sarcochilus hartmannii in the September | 
issue. It was an interesting and original 
article and was their thesis for the ANOS judging 
course. It is reassuring that our judges have such 
intimate knowledge of our native species 
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It was with great pleasure that | was able to 
present Amie McElroy, representing Booroongen 
Djugun College, with a special ANOS 
conservation award for their Phaius australis 
Dunghutti Recovery Project. Further information 
about this project can bee seen in the article 
Phaius australis colony saved in Kempsey in The 
Orchadian of June 2011. Two things to me are 
significant in this project: (1) BDC did this on 
their own initiative; and (2) this plant, Phaius 
australis, was culturally significant for the 
Booroongen Djugun people. Thank you to BDC. 


Hoping you can get as much pleasure from our 
Australian native orchids as | do. 


Tony Clarke 





Tony Clarke presenting the 2013 ANOS 
Conservation Award to Amie McElroy of 
Booroongen Djugun College at the Conference. 
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Reflections on the first 50 years of The Orchadian 
Noel Grundon 


Introduction Articles of a  semi-scientific nature were 


It is fair comment to repeat a well-known jingle, included: 


“From little things, big things grow’, when e Brief comment on the orchids of New 
reflecting on the progress of The Orchadian over Zealand, by E.D. Hatch; 

the past 50 years. The journal commenced in 
1963 as a 12-page black and white publication. 
Even within 16 years, it had grown into a 
publication with an international reputation. Joe ® The culture of epiphytic orchids, by W.H. 
Betts (Betts 1990) reported that he was told Murdoch; and 

when visiting Kew Gardens in 1979 The 
Orchadian was highly regarded there and in 
other parts of Europe.” By 2012 The Orchadian 
has grown into a 48-page, full-colour publication. 
It is timely to reflect on what achievements have !n addition, there were a number of articles of 
made The Orchadian a success. general interest: 


e Pterostylis concinna R.Br., by W. Upton and 
S. Clemesha. 


e Order from confusion: An attempt to 
describe the modern system of plant 
classification, by Eric Gordon. 


e The Office Bearers of ANOS; 


In the Beginning: Volume 1, Number 1 


The first issue of The Orchadian is date stamped 
August 1963. It is a 12-page, foolscap-sized, 
typewritten publication. Prominently listed on 
the first page by the editor Murray Corrigan, erate ee es 
were the objectives that were included in the , fics tent tink re, cleatead” 
provisional constitution, read to some 90 

members of the Australasian Native Orchid 
Society (ANOS) who were present at the 
inaugural meeting of the Society in Sydney on 













pweting éf tbe foatety in aye nay on the eth 


| ORIELTS. 





F ‘ ropegat. of the native orchida of 
the 6" July, 1963. Objectives 4 and 5 refer | i edeens et Se rata se et emt 
2. To assist in the preservation of the native ae eat Bow 
directly to the production of The Orchadian: | Jn their mative tmbitst and to dtescurage the wants door 
i $2. ty ppaite the foimeirio and culture! knowledge of the ve 
orehida of Australasia; 
4. To publish, edit and review literature and “Reread Sn steely, toertaining toe recor 
ing, culture aclence 6: ye native orci 4 
all writings, that are approved by the e Senta dobivhha focuser promesinrand. fx toaracad at 
objectas 
society, appertaining to the recordings, tain othe mative creas of hatrelaag 
T. To ente maintein awards for hative orchids of 
propagating, culture and science of the Dirangnsecivene-netsyiiy scnstvonactiernecsenaseetioeiag 
. 3 ‘i Soorease the inowledge of the wasivg orchids Saacet merry se 
native orchids of Australasia; oe ete Repineanesyre meetin ane ree pe 


‘Tre Bditor winhes to thank all who have contributed to the inaugurat 


«Re print and publish pamphlets and | fisun, Willet we tave dome material on hind for the qext taaue, we Will 


Welcome additions! copy for posnible inelusion in subsequént ina 





. . r. - ‘The Bditor would Tike to hear from nl1 stated in thie regard. ead pt 
periodicals that the Society may consider _| Pa hokey Pi tinea tone Srecrtrsisn | tists tea 
desirable for the promotion and dur Society haz been wink fortinate in having 3ir Joe Hell Beet neces: 

| ‘Yee position of Patron of the spelt ee ree aa tc ‘promigen’ in 
furtherance of any of its objects. comemeis te baiticoun 
u ; , Bee Sininy man eta Hi MEETING, OCTORER tith at B pom. 
The contents of the first issue were very much in | Suse Scene td enn Se Be tie 
, Z é d J 2 j az tan ein uli to for te Spey Bani eh } 
keeping with these objectives. The first issue | Sacer 
contained the first scientific article: eur inden a eckivitien Sb eastmahneontcio tvtine 


| ing to ORCIADIAN 3 ALL be very euch spprectated. 
sae Spear tatiana 


Dendrobium cancroides Hunt, Nth. Qld. Nat.14; scaucal sce | 
No. 83, 30 June 1947), by A.W. Dockrill; Figure 1. Front page of Volume 1, Number 1. 
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e Objects of ANOS; 
e On networking; 


e Inaugural Sydney Branch meeting date 
(October 11", 1963); 


e Guidelines for Branch organisation; 
e Show dates; 

e Slide collection; 

e Records and herbarium; 
eLibrary notes; and 


e Alist of 210 names that were the foundation 
members of ANOS. 


On this foundation, the future and the success of 
The Orchadian was launched. 


In Retrospect: The First 50 Years 


What has made The Orchadian a resounding 
success? Has it been its format, its style, its 
appearance, its content, or perhaps a bit of each 
of these, or just everything taken together? As 
new technology became available, the format 
and style of the journal changed. As funds 
became available, colour was introduced to 
enhance readability and appearance, and to 
illustrate articles. It may be time to address such 
questions as: who are the Editors that guided 


the success, what changes in format occurred 
and why, when did colour appear, who are the 
more prolific authors and have changes in 
content occurred? 


Editors 


Table 1 lists the 10 people who have been 
Editors of The Orchadian with the volumes for 
which they were responsible. By far the longest 
serving Editor is M.J. (Murray) Corrigan who 
oversaw the production of 57 issues and 746 
pages of the journal. Other long-serving editors 
who saw the production of more than 20 issues 
were Peter Eygelshoven with 31 issues, J.J (Joe) 
Betts with 27 issues, and David Banks with 24 
issues. 


While many editors have contributed to the 
success of the journal, it must be recognised that 
the earliest years of any endeavour provide the 
foundations on which later advancements can 
be accomplished. In this context, the following 
comments by Joe Betts (Betts 1984) are worth 
repeating: 


“The first 14 years of publication were under the 
devoted editorship of Mr M.J. Corrigan who 
also typed every word of those issues.” 


“This Index bears testimony to Mr Corrigan’s 


Table 1. Editors of The Orchadian; Volume 1 (No. 1) 1963 to Volume 17 (No. 6) 2012. 


Volume (No.) Year, of 
first issue 











M. Penberthy 


M.J. Corrigan & W.T. 9 (1) 1987 







G. Steenbeeke 
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J.J. Betts 5 (10) 1977 7 (12) 1983 


M.J. Corrigan 1 (No. 1) 1963 5 (9) 1977 
: ) 
M. Spence & M. 8 (1) 1983 8 (11) 1987 11 
Penberthy 
9 


8 (12) 1987 8 (12) 1987 
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Volume (No.) Year, of 
last issue 


Number of issues 
during editorship 







9 (1) 1987 






1nrrrererererenmennmnemnetenmenmnemmmmmmmmmmnrenmmmemerenennnen eres ee ee 


dedication and to the indebtedness of the 
Australasian Native Orchid Society to its first 
editor.” 


Anybody who has been editor of any regularly 
produced periodical knows that the Editor is not 
responsible for doing everything that gets the 
publication from the submitted articles into the 
hands of the reader. | can not speak for the 
other people who have filled the role as Editor of 
The Orchadian, but because | lived in 
Toowoomba and The Orchadian was printed in 
Sydney, | relied greatly on a Sydney-based 
management-production team to get the journal 
into the hands of the readership. The masthead 
of The Orchadian usually lists only the office 
bearers of ANOS, including the Editor and 
Associate Editors. A number of often 
unacknowledged volunteers fill the roles of 
managing subscriptions, accounts, production, 
copy, advertising, and distribution. Personally | 
would like to see all volunteers who fill these 
roles acknowledged in the masthead of the 
journal along with the officers of the Council of 
ANOS (e.g. Volume 10, Numbers 1 and 12). 


Format and Style 


Up to December 2012 a total of 198 issues of the 
journal have been published in various formats 
and styles. All 12 issues of the first volume were 
‘professionally typed and then printed’ (Corrigan 
1977) as foolscap-sized black and white pages. 
From August 1965 the page size of the next 48 
issues was reduced slightly, mainly in length to 
roughly 260-280 mm (depending on trimming), 
but it remained a black and white publication, 
typed by the Editor on a second-hand typewriter 
for direct reproduction (Corrigan 1977). In 
January 1968 The Orchadian was registered for 
distribution through the post as a periodical. The 
page sizes of the next 48 issues of the journal to 
June 1990 were roughly quarto-sized (180- 
190mm x 240-255mm) to achieve more efficient 
production, printing and distribution (Betts 
1990). 


All 12 issues of Volume 10 (Spring 1990 to 
Winter 1993) were published with a page size of 
about 165 mm x 235 mm to save paper during 
trimming, and make postage easier and more 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - teh SEPTEMBER, 1967, 
The Aneual General Mesting of the Native Orchid Sechety will be held ta reer 204, 
— shold endea 


Avetralanian 
Y.W, CA, 4 Liwerpocl Street, Sydmey. at 2.30 p.m. All members weer te attend. 





economical (Webb 1990). This has remained the 
page size of the journal except for all 12 issues of 
Volume 11 (September 1993 to June 1996) that 
were published with a page size of about 150 
mm x 210 mm. 


The changes in format, page size, and style were 
made for various reasons, including to save 
paper during trimming, to achieve efficiencies in 
printing, and to reduce costs of production and 
distribution of the journal (Corrigan 1977; Betts 
1990; Webb 1990; Chalmers 2012). 


Colour appeared for the first time in December 
1977 when the masthead on the front page had 
a blue colour wash, and subsequently as a colour 
wash in the advertisements on the rear page in 
December 1978. Full colour reproduction of 
photographs appeared for the first time in 
September 1982 as an advertisement centre- 
fold, but not as a part of a journal article until 
possibly September 1984 when two pages were 
reproduced in colour to support articles by 
Upton (1984) and Bates (1984). [I say, “possibly”, 
because | do not have Volume 7, Numbers 10, 
11, and 12, which were published between 
December 1983 and June 1984.] 


The number of pages available for colour 
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Figure 3: Front page of Vol. 4. no. eee 1972) 


reproduction has increased slowly ever since 
1984. This is revealed by a random selection of 
issues: 


September 1987 had the front and rear covers, 
and 2 inside pages printed full colour; 


Winter 1993 had front and rear covers and 4 
colour pages; 


March 1998 had front and rear covers and 10 
colour pages; 


September 2007 had front and rear covers and 
12 colour pages; and 


December 2012 has all 48 pages including front 
and rear covers available for full colour 
reproduction. 


The increased use of colour has greatly improved 
the appearance, presentation, and readability of 
The Orchadian. The greater use of full-colour 
pages has allowed the Editors increased 


flexibility in placing colour illustrations with the’ 


articles to which they refer, rather than on 
specific pages often away from articles they refer 
to. Furthermore, by good management the 
increased use of colour has been achieved 
without reduction in size of the journal, and with 
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_ general 


increased printing efficiency and reduced costs 
(Webb 1990; Chalmers 2012). These 
achievements stand as a monument to the skills 


_and dedication of the many volunteers who have 


filled roles on the  editorial-management- 
publication teams over the last 50 years. 


Content 


_A brief Editorial appeared on the first page of the 
first issue, but an Editorial did not reappear as a 
_ regular feature until June 1977. Editorials have 

appeared regularly in the journal since that date. 


| Editorials provide a vehicle where the Editor can 
express 

_ frustrations, 
| additional funding to print indexes), summary of 
| activities of ANOS Council, and views on articles 
vin the journal. 
_ their aspirations to maintain a balance between 


his/her 
pleadings 


personal 
(e.g. for 


aspirations, 
articles or 


Many editors have expressed 


semi-scientific, horticultural, and 
interest articles (Grundon 1988; 
Chalmers 2012). How well the Editor can achieve 
those aspirations depends on what articles are 
submitted for publication. It is here that the 
Associate Editors played a large role in 
maintaining a successful balance between 
articles. Unfortunately it was the articles of 
general interest, those on culture, club activities, 
hybrid registrations, conservation, and show 
reports, that were most often the missing 
portion of the mix, but the ones of greatest 
interest to the majority of subscribers. 


scientific, 


A list of the contents of an individual issue 
appeared for the first time on the front page in 
September 1976, and remained a feature on 
Page 1 until it moved in September 1987 to 
either Page 2 or Page 3. Cumulative indexes 
were produced for Volume 1 to Volume 5 (Betts 
1984), and then for each volume, usually by the 
then Editor or the production team, and 
included in the final issue of each volume. 


While native orchid hybrids, both natural and 
man-made, were regular topics in The Orchadian 
from the first issue, a checklist of registrations of 
Australian native orchid hybrids was not 
published by ANOS as a separate publication 
until 1977 (ANOS 1977). Nevertheless, an update 
of the latest registrations of Australian native 
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Figure 4 (above): Cover of Volume 6, no. 1 
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© first 25 years. 
“enthusiasts 
_ establishing a network throughout Australia and 

beyond. With the publication of The Orchadian, 





_ early 
contributed 
literature on Australasian native orchids. The 
author index to Volumes 1 to Volume 5 (Betts 
1984) included notable authors of scientific 
» articles, including: Blackmore, Blaxell, Brinsley, 
Cady, 
| Hatch, Gray, Howcroft, Jones, Lavarack, Upton, 
| and Walters. More recent authors of scientific 
=, articles 


hybrids had appeared for the first time in March 


1977, and these have appeared regularly ever 
since as information was made available from 


_ the Royal Horticultural Society. 


Letters to the Editor have always been 


welcomed: they show the Editor that somebody 
_ is out there, that somebody has read the journal, 


and that some part of the content caught their 


_ interest enough to produce a reaction. Even if 
the reaction is unfavorable, such comments 
often lead to follow-up articles, or views from 


the Editor, or authorities on the topic under 
review, or other readers. For example, Joe Betts 


_ regularly included a section on “Feedback and 
_ Follow-up” 
_ followed-up on letters, comments or articles 
_ published previously in The Orchadian, and 
_ provided feed-back to the readers. | am pleased 
_ to see that Editorials, Letters to the Editor, and 


in his Editorials where he had 


follow-up feedback continue to provide a forum 
for observations and opinions to be expressed by 
readers of the journal. 


Promoting the science of the native orchids of 
Australasia has been a prime objective of the 
Council of ANOS since the establishment of the 
organisation. On the tenth birthday of ANOS, the 


founding President W.H. (Bill) Murdoch stated, 
_“For some years prior to our formation we 


suffered an almost complete absence of any 
publication offering comprehensive coverage of 
our native orchids.” (Murdoch 1973). Corrigan 
(1988) repeated a similar statement when he 


_ reviewed the progress of The Orchadian over the 


He noted that Australian 


had become letter writers, 


many of these people became authors in the 
issues of the journal where they 
significantly to the — scientific 


Chadim, Clemesha, Corrigan, Dockrill, 


include Adams, Lawson, Clements, 
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Lawler, Reeve, Smedley, George, Ormerod, 
Molloy, St. George, Cribb, Crutwell, Jeanes, and 
Bates. ‘ 


The scope of scientific articles has been wide 
ranging. While many taxonomic articles feature, 
covering descriptions of new species, or new 
combinations or locations of previously 
described species, these have been balanced by 
articles on pollination, habitat, breeding and 
distribution of native species and hybrids 
amongst other topics. Through The Orchadian 
many authors have made a_ significant 
contribution to an up-to-date understanding of 
the taxonomy, pollination, and culture of 
Australasian native orchid species and hybrids. 
Furthermore, it is through the contributions of 
these authors that the standing of The 
Orchadian in the scientific world has been firmly 
established. 


Observations of a qualitative nature, rather then 
the rigorously tested quantitative data of a 
scientific study, as well as articles on orchid 
people, shows, and club activities have featured 
prominently throughout the 50-year history of 
the Orchadian. These general interest articles 
often provide anecdotal evidence on the history, 
culture, distribution, habitat, conservation, and 
location of native species and hybrids. Such 
anecdotal data can frequently lead to new 
scientific studies, and can be as important in 
advancing the scientific understanding of our 
native species as the latest DNA study and 
cladistic analysis of a group of closely related 
species or a species complex such as the 
Dendrobium speciosum complex. 


In Prospect: The Next 50 years. 


From the first issue, we find a balanced 
presentation of articles of a scientific nature, of a 
semi-scientific nature, of horticultural interest, 
and of general interest. Successive Editors have 
attempted, with quite some success, to maintain 
this balance. In this context, a quote made by 


Joe Betts (Betts 1984) is worth remembering, . 


“From its beginning in 1963, The Orchadian took 
on a special, if not unique, quality among orchid 
journals: a blend of science, _ practical 
horticulture and habitat studies”. 
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Figure 6 (above) and Figure 7 (below): Covers of 
Volume 8, no. 10 (December 1986) and Volume 
11, no. 11 (March 1996). 
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If the same statement can be made after 
another 5, 10, 20, or even 50 years, then truly 
The Orchadian can be said to have achieved the 
visions and ambitions of the founding Councillors 
of ANOS. While | do not have information on the 
subscription level of The Orchadian, | would be 
very surprised if it has not shown continued 
increase over the 50-year history of the journal. 
Long may this continue to be so. 
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Dendrobium Tyabb ‘Jarrah’, displayed at the 2013 Kempsey Speciosum Spectacular. 
Photograph by Bill Dobson. 
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Australian Orchid Books 
Sheryl D. Lawson, Honorary Associate, Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne 


Orchid enthusiasts collect books for many 
different reasons. These may include historical 
interest, education, reference, preservation and 
display. | collect for all these reasons. Books 
allow us to read first hand reports by botanists 
and growers of early journeys of discovery, 
taxonomy and cultural techniques. In this review 
| consider books on Australian orchids printed in 
English, up to 1980. The very early books were 
important references for the first Orchadian 
writers, and were a basis for the wave of books 
produced in the1960s and1970s. Some are major 
works, and designed for botanists; others are 
popular books and small pocket books. | have 
included some generalist books with sections on 
Australian orchids, but the list is not complete, 
and the biographical notes are necessarily brief. 
A number of the early books are available to 
view freely on line, and more are being added. 


Prodromus Florae Novae Hollandiae et Insulae 
Van-Diemen by Robert Brown 


1810 Richard Taylor and Sons, London 


1960 facsimile edition H.R. Engelmann, 
Weinheim pp. 590. Scarce. Cost around $450 


Cheaper digital edition available. 


The Scottish botanist Robert Brown sailed to 
Australia in 1801 with Matthew Flinders on the 
Investigator, remaining in Australia for four 
years, and collecting over 4,000 plant specimens 
from the east and west coasts. His collections 
were lodged in the British Museum in 1876, with 
duplicates later sent to other museums. He 
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ANOS Council Meetings proudly Sponsored by Telstra Countrywide 


described many Australian genera, using his own 
collections and those of Banks and Solander 
from Cook's first voyage. He named the orchid 
genera Pterostylis and Prasophyllum, for 
example. This significant book is the first 
comprehensive description of the Australian 
flora. It is also one of the first botanical works to 
use de Juissieu's natural system of classification - 
a classification system using multiple characters 
or features to divide plants into groups (mainly 
at Family level). The book and descriptions are 
all written in Latin. Parts of the book can be 
viewed on line. Definitely a book for the 
botanical specialist. 


Flora Tasmaniae by J.D. Hooker 
1859 Reeve, London. In two parts. 


Part of the 3 volume series, Flora Antarctica: the 
botany of the Antarctic voyage. 


Sir Joseph Hooker (1817-1911) was a great 
British botanist and explorer, and friend of 
Charles Darwin. He trained as a physician and 
travelled on a voyage of exploration to the 
Antarctic 1839-1843. The expedition consisted 
of two ships, HMS Erebus and HMS Terror. 
Hooker collected plant specimens along the way, 
including Hobart (1849). Later, he succeeded his 
father as the Director of the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, a position he held for twenty 
years. This significant book is the first account of 
the Tasmanian flora. 


Flora Australiensis: a description of the plants 
of the Australian Territory Volume 6: 
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Thymeleae to Dioscorideae by George Bentham 
and Ferdinand von Mueller 


1873 L. Reeve and Co, Covent Garden 


1967 Facsimile reprint Wheldon and Wesley Ltd, 
London 


2011 digital reprint Cambridge University Press, 
New York. 475 page paperback, pp 266-395 
cover the Orchideae. $60 approx. 


George Bentham (1800-1884), one of Britain's 
most influential botanists, was commissioned 
and funded by the British Government to create 
a work on the flora of its colonies, publishing the 
seven volume work in English between 1863- 
1878. Ferdinand von Mueller, the first 
Government Botanist in Victoria, supplied, 
assembled and forwarded the information to 
Bentham in London. Von Mueller (1825-1896) 
was a German migrant, a giant in the history of 
discovery of Australian flora, an indefatigable 
worker who never married and dedicated his life 
to botanical research, describing much of the 
Australian flora including orchids. Volume 6 
covers the orchid section. There are 48 genera, 
with descriptions, keys and locations of each 
species. 


Australian Orchids by R.D. Fitzgerald 


(1875-1894) Vols. 1 and 2. Govt. Printer, Sydney 


Robert Fitzgerald (1830-1892) migrated from 
Ireland in 1856 and was chief mining surveyor in 





New South Wales from 1874-1882. He was a 
keen naturalist who made many collecting trips, 
including to Lord Howe Island. He produced a 
limited print series of lithographs with text and 
fine botanical illustrations called Australian 
Orchids which was release in twelve parts, and 
intended to be bound into two volumes. The last 
volume was released posthumously. Many new 
orchid species were described. Lithography was 
by A.J. Stopps. Prints are available for purchase 
individually. Fitzgerald completed all his 
drawings in the field and unfortunately kept no 
herbarium specimens. 


Australian Orchids by R.D. Fitzgerald 
1977 Facsimile edition. Lansdowne Editions. 


Limited edition of 350 sets. Folio size, 119 full 
colour plates, some double paged 


The facsimile is sumptuously bound, but there is 
no system to the plates; they are presented in 
the order in which they were drawn. Be careful 
when purchasing a facsimile, | believe some of 
them may have plates missing. 


A synopsis of the Queensland flora by F. 
Manson Bailey 
1883 Government Printer, Brisbane 


Hardcover, no illustrations 


AUSTRALIAN DECIDUOUS 
TERRESTRIAL ORCHIDS 


Available as.... 
Bare root plants: May — August 
Dormant tubers: November — February 


Easily grown species and hybrids from a range 
of genera including: Caladenia, Chiloglottis, 


Corybas, Cyrtostylis, Diplodium, Diuris, . 
Microtis, Pterostylis and Thelymitra. 


NESBITTS ORCHIDS 
PO BOX 72 
WALKERVILLE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5081 
Phone: (08) 8261 1550 
Email: lesn@adam.com.au 
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Includes orchids (pp. 506-533), without keys 


In this first Queensland flora, there are 43 orchid 
genera, 21 Dendrobium species, 12 Sarcanthinae 
(all under Sarcochilus), and eight bulbophyllums. 
The shortest notes possible were used for 
identification. The introduction has a_ useful 
Glossary of Terms for those 'not used to the 
technical language of Botany'. The de Candolle 
classification system (1819), which subdivided 
plants according to their anatomy, is used here, 
as in Bentham and Hooker and other colonial 
floras. 


Bailey (1827-1915) was an English migrant who 
held the position of Colonial Botanist of 
Queensland for over 30 years until his death. He 
was a tireless field collector, and was interested 
in many plant groups, including ferns and 
grasses. He described the D. speciosum varieties 
curvicaule and grandiflorum. Another book for 
the botanists. 
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Figure 1. Cover of Moore & Betche 
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Catalogue of the indigenous and naturalised 
plants of Queensland by F. Manson Bailey 


1890 James C. Beale, Government Printer, 
Brisbane 


Colour plates. 


A systematic checklist of all known _ plants, 
including 'Orchideae' on pp. 519-539. The 
number of plants had increased greatly since his 
synopsis, which includes 44 Dendrobium, 16 
Bulbophyllum, and 14 Sarcochilus, some later 
transferred to other genera. 


Handbook of the Flora of New South Wales by 
C. Moore and E. Betche 


1893 Government Printer, Phillip Street, Sydney 
582 pages, hard cover 


This is the first description of the flora of NSW - 
flowering plants and ferns. The preface contains 
fascinating information about the early years of 
1 exploration of the flora of the east coast. There 
| is a key and description of 36 orchid genera, as 
well as keys to the species. The orchids were 
| divided into two tribes on the basis of anther 
and pollinia characters. Tribe one contained 
epiphytes, saprophytes and larger terrestrials 
with persistent leaves. Tribe 2 covered 
terrestrials with tuberoids (‘tuberoid roots’). 
Charles Moore was the Government Botanist 
and Director of the Botanic Gardens, Sydney. 
Ernst Betche is described as a botanical collector. 
It is of interest that when Moore took up his 
position at the Botanical Gardens he found that 
no specimens remained in the herbarium, and 
he began the challenging task of building a new 
one. This expensive book is _ occasionally 
available for sale. 





Queensland Flora Part V by F. M. Bailey 


1902 H.J. Diddams and Co, Adelaide Street, 
Brisbane 


Hard cover. 326 pages, 15 black and white 
plates, two are orchids - Sarcochilus hartmannii 
and Taeniophyllum muelleri. 


“4 Also available on openlibrary.org 


The six volume set represented the final major 
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writing of Bailey, and is a very important body of 
work. Part Five has 78 pages devoted to 
Orchideae. It has full descriptions of 171 
Queensland species in 50 genera. It is based on 
Bailey's own work, as well as Bentham's Flora 
Australiensis and Mueller's Fragmenta (written 
in Latin). The Queensland Flora series was not 
superseded until the 1980s and 1990s due to the 
size and cost of the task. 


Comprehensive Catalogue of Queensland 
Plants by F. M. Bailey 


1913 Government Printer, Brisbane 
Hardcover 868 pp, colour plates 


This is an update of the 1890 Catalogue. Orchids 
are listed with their authorities on pages 519- 
539. There is a lovely colour plate labelled Phaius 
grandifolius. 


Introduction to the study of South Australian 
Orchids by R.S. Rogers 


1911 Second revised and enlarged edition. 
Education Department of South Australia 


62 pp with coloured and black and white plates. 


Rogers (1861-1942) was a physician and 
honorary psychiatrist, born in Adelaide. He 
collected orchids extensively, describing over 80 
Australian species, as well as New Zealand and 
New Guinea species, and was awarded a D.Sc. 
for his work. The botanical artist Rosa Fiveash 
illustrated many of the plants he collected. 
Rogers first published three illustrated articles 
for The Children's Hour around 1907, which then 
had limited circulation as a string-bound booklet 
in 1909 (scarce) before being revised and 
reissued in 1911. 


South Australian Orchids by R.S. Rogers 


Edit. J.M. Black. British Science Guild, Adelaide. 
43 pp. 


Reprint of his contribution to 1922 Flora of South 
Australia 
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The flora of the Northern Territory by A.J. 
Ewart and O.B. Davies 


1917 McCarron, Bird and Co, Collins St., 
Melbourne 


387 pages, 27 plates (none of orchids) 


A botanist's reference book with identification 
key. It covers a small number of orchids. 
Available online (openlibrary.org). 


Orchids of Victoria by E.E. Pescott 
1928 Horticultural Press, Melbourne 
92 pages, 17 plates, one colour. 


Pescott (1872-1954) trained as a teacher, and 
among other roles became principal of the 
School of Horticulture, Burnley, in 1909. He had 
wide interests in the Australian flora, including 
orchids. He was a prolific writer of books and 
journal articles on many aspects of horticulture, 
and had weekly appearances on radio. This book 
was a compilation of articles published in 
Victorian Naturalist in 1926-27, including 
photographs. Copies available. 


Victorian Orchids with botanical and 
vernacular names by H.P. Dickins 


1929 Sands and McDougall, Melbourne 
32 pp. stapled paperback 


Collected and lithographed by Herbert P. Dickins, 
Past President Victorian Horticultural Society 
with the collaboration of J.W. Audas. 


Very brief descriptions of 56 species with line 
drawings. Available. Also available online from 
the State Library of Victoria. 


West Australian Orchids by Emily Pelloe 
1930 Emily H. Pelloe, Perth 


77 pages, hardcover with dust jacket, three 
colour plates. 


Pelloe (1878-1941) produced a number of 
publications featuring her watercolours 
depicting the state flora. This is her only book 
specifically on orchids. She thanks R.S. Rogers 
and B.T. Goadby for their help. Her other major 
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work was Wildflowers of Western Australia in 
1921. The book is still available. Online at 
gutenberg.net.au. 


Further information can be found in R.L. 
Heberle. History of Orchid Collecting in Western 
Australia, 1791 - 1971. The Species Orchid 
Society of Western Australia (Inc). 


Flora of Victoria by A.J. Ewart 
1930 Government Printer, Melbourne 
1257 pp 


At the time of writing, there were around 64 
genera and 450 known species of orchids in 
Victoria. Ewart was Government Botanist for 15 
years, and the first Professor of Botany at 
Melbourne University. The Hogan Government 
requested him to undertake the Flora in an 
honorary capacity, 40 years after von Mueller's 
first Flora of Victoria. The book includes a 
frontispiece of orchids painted by Mavis Arnold. 
There are 70 pages on orchids, with keys 
provided. 


Guide to the orchids of New South Wales by 
H.M.R. Rupp 


1930 Angus and Robertson Ltd. Sydney 


151 pages. Hard cover with light brown dust 
jacket with hand drawn illustration. 


Black and white photographs of each orchid 
described 


Reverend H.M.R. Rupp (1872 - 1956) was a 
prolific researcher and writer who published 
over 200 papers. He states in the Introduction 
that he had published a number of articles with 
photographs in the Sydney Mail during 1927-8, 
and these form the basis of his book. This small 
book of ‘around 200 orchids’ was printed as a 
‘popular guide to our orchids’, to ‘enable 
beginners to recognize the various species’. The 
foreword by Edwin Cheel, Curator of the 
National Herbarium, Botanic Gardens, Sydney, 
also notes that ‘although the foundation of our 
knowledge of these wonderful plants was laid by 
Bentham as far back as 1873, and supplemented 
by the excellent work of R.D. Fitzgerald in 1882, 
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these works are not available to a great number 
of Nature lovers on account of expense, and as a 
result many of our naturalists have been 
deterred from studying these plants because 
they cannot find helpful books.....’ . 


The introduction contains a very interesting 
historical section describing past distinguished 
botanists (mostly not Australian born) who 
studied Australian orchids. 


Rev. Rupp was an honorary member of the staff 
of the New South Wales National Herbarium, 
revised the orchid collection in the National 
Herbarium, and contributed many scientific 
papers. He donated thousands of plants to the 
Herbarium at the School of Botany, Melbourne 
University, as well as a number of beautiful red 
cedar storage cupboards which are still in use, 
with his initials on them. His life is celebrated in 
The Orchid Man: The life, work and memoirs of 
the Rev. H.M.R. Rupp, 1872 - 1956 by Lionel 
Gilbert, Kangaroo Press, Kenthurst, New South 
Wales. 


GUIDE TO THE ORCHIDS 
_ OF NEW SOUTH WALES — 
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Figure 2. Cover of Rupp’s Guide. 
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The Orchids of New South Wales by H.M.R. 
Rupp 


1943 Australasian Medical Publishing Company, 
Sydney 


Hard cover with dust jacket. 151 pp. 


Issued from the National Herbarium, Sydney as 
part of the Flora of NSW. 


Regarded by some as Rupp's greatest 
achievement. 


The Orchids of New South Wales by H.M.R. 
Rupp 


Flora of New South Wales (No. 48 Orchidaceae) 


1969 facsimile reprint (original price $5) with 
supplement by D.J. McGilivray of the National 
Herbarium and line drawings by G.V. Scammell 
to include descriptions of all known New South 
Wales orchids. 


Gems of the Bush by Charles Barrett 


1934 Sun Nature Book No. 5. Lawrence Kay, 
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Barkly St., St. Kilda 


Paperback, 45 pages, 80 line drawings, 70 
photographs, 4 colour plates 


This A4 size coloured paper publication is 
ascribed to Charles Barrett. Nicholls is 
acknowledged as providing the notes, drawings 
and photographs for the orchid section (apart 
from 3 photos), which comprises 39 pages. 
Nicholls describes ‘| was given a week in which 
to prepare ....’ (Orchadian 2:6 pp 83-85, 1967). 
The series was very popular, and copies can still 
be found. 


Orchids of the West by Rica Erickson 
1951 Paterson Brokensha, Perth 


109 pages. Hard cover with dust jacket, 31 
plates, 21 in colour 


Reprinted 1965, 1978 


Rica (1908-2009), was a teacher, much 
celebrated botanical artist, amateur naturalist 
and historian, who wrote several books on 
Australian flora amongst her many other 


_ accomplishments. This is her only book entirely 


on orchids, with beautifully executed art 


~» combined with scientific information. The first 


edition is occasionally available. During her early 
| years she established links with Pelloe, Rogers 

and Edith Coleman. She wrote regularly for 
_ Australian orchid and nature journals, and has 


_ been described as one of the foremost amateur 


natural historians in Western Australia in the 
| 20th century. Her autobiography is titled Rica 
' Ericksen A Naturalist’s Life (UWA Publishing), 
_and contains reproductions of her writings and 


art work. 


|) Native Orchids of Tasmania by M.J. Firth 
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Figure 3. Cover of Barrett’s Gems. 
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| 1965 C.L. Richmond and Sons, Devonport, 


y Tasmania 


90 pages. Hard cover with green dust jacket 
features line drawings of Pterostylis. 


Includes a brief dictionary of botanical terms at 
the back. 


Original cost $3.25 
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Figure 4. Cover of Firth’s Tasmanian volume. 


At the time of publication Firth was a District 
Horticultural Officer in the Tasmanian 
Department of Agriculture, and in his foreword 
states his background as a teacher of Natural 


Australian Native Orchids by B.G. Mullins, Pax 
Linday and W.A. Ford 


1965 Horwitz International Inc., North Sydney, 
Australia. 


Soft cover, 34 pp. 


This is described on the front cover as a 
‘selection of over 60 colour plates with 
descriptive information and cultivation notes for 
the home gardener’. It covers common 
epiphytes and terrestrials. The colour 
photographs are poorly reproduced, with some 
out of focus. 


Victorian Native Orchids by C.E. Gray 


Volume 1 1966 Longmans, Railway Crescent, 
Croydon, Victoria 


Volume 2 1971 Longmans, Camberwell, Victoria 
(Fig. 6) 


Christine Gray is an amateur naturalist who 
worked as a primary school teacher for many 
years, and encouraged her students to 
appreciate all aspects of the Australian bush. The 
first volume covers 71 common _ Victorian 
terrestrial species grouped in genera, and are 
accompanied by a brief description and black 
and white and colour photographs. The second 
volume covered the remaining described 105 
species, including the three Victorian epiphyte 
species Sarcochilus australis and Sarcochilus 


Sciences, looking at terrestrial orchids with his fa/catus, and Plectorrhiza tridentata. The small 


students. As his interest and recordings grew, he 
discovered several terrestrial species not 
previously recorded in Tasmania. He describes 
his book as aiming for the beginner, but 
encourages them to become familiar with the 
Latin botanical names, and he provides a key to 
genera. The book uses common names as 
section headings to help those unfamiliar with 
botanical terms. There are hand drawn 
illustrations of flowers (some attributed to Leo 
Cady) and black and white photographs of whole 
plants (attributed to Les Hill). This is apparently 
the first book written exclusively about 
Tasmanian orchids, and copies are considered 
rare, but still available. 
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size of the books made them popular and useful 
field guides. 


Australasian Sarcanthinae by A.W. Dockrill 


1967 The Australasian Native Orchid Society. 
Surrey Beatty and Sons, Australia 


62 pages. Hard cover. 


ANOS President Eric Gordon wrote in the 
introduction 'This is the first of a series of works 
which this Society plans to publish as subject 
matter becomes available.’ Dockrill originally 
envisaged this major taxonomic revision would 
be published in parts, perhaps in the Orchadian, 
but it was wisely decided to produce a reference 
book instead. The text starts with a key to the 
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Australian Sarcanthinae genera, 
descriptions of each of his 21 genera. There are 
43 plates of black and white botanical 
illustrations of species drawn by Dockrill at the 
end of the book. Copies available. 


Alick Dockrill (1915-2011) became interested in 
orchids in his youth, and was a lifelong friend of 


Rev. Rupp. He began publishing papers on 


orchids in 1954, going on to publish widely in the 
major Australian orchid and plant journals and 
periodicals, and later writing four books. He 
worked in Cairns for many years, collecting the 
material for his books on Sarcanthinae and 
Australian Indigenous Orchids. Bill Lavarack 
described him as a meticulous observer and 
recorder, who described 20 new species, four 
new genera, as well as numerous new records 
for Australia (Orchadian 17:2 pp 58-59). In 1963 
he was elected as the first honorary member of 
ANOS. His orchid herbarium, containing his own 
collections as well as specimens collected by 
W.H. Nicholls and other early taxonomists, has 
been donated to the Australian Tropical 
Herbarium. A list of his papers published until 
1965 appears in Orchadian 1965 Vol. 2:1 pp 13- 
16 by P. Coleman. 


Orchids of Western Australia by Alex George 
and Herb Foote 

1968 Perth Westviews 

Paperback with colour photos. 

Reprint 1970 


George is a Western Australian author with a 
distinguished career in botany and taxonomy, 
and history. He has been the Executive Editor for 
the Flora of Australia. The book covers 140 
species with 36 illustrated. Foote supplied the 
photographs. 


Australian Indigenous Orchids by A.W. 
Dockrill 


Volume 1. The Epiphytes, The Tropical Terrestrial 
Species 


1969 The Society for Growing Australian Plants. 
Halstead Press, Sydney. 


452 


then 


re AUSTRALIAN + 


) # INDIGENOUS | 


DS: 


2 


O) NE H I 
ie 


A.W, DOCKRILL 





oe | 2 : 
Figure 5. Cover of the original hardcover version 
of Dockrill’s Volume 1. 


Hardcover with dust jacket, 825 pp., 30 colour 
plates 


Original cost $18 


This landmark volume, meticulously researched 
by the author and representing years of field 
investigation, presents a classification and key to 
all Australian tropical orchid genera. Each 
species is accompanied by botanical drawings by 
Dockrill. A planned second volume of all the 
remaining temperate terrestrial species never 
eventuated. Alick used the taxonomic systems of 
Vermeulen and Schlechter. 


[ed.: This volume was reprinted in two parts 
(each, confusingly, called a volume) by Surrey 
Beatty and Sons in 1992, reworking also to use 
Dressler’s classification.] 


Orchids of Australia. The Complete Edition. by 
W.H. Nicholls 
Ed. D.L. Jones and T.B. Muir 


1969 Thomas Nelson, Australia 
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Hard cover with coloured dust jacket, 141 pages, 
476 colour plates. 


Each full page colour plate is accompanied by a 
description. The descriptions are grouped 
together in the first part of the book which also 
provides a key to identification. Described on the 
dust jacket as the ‘first modern guide to 
Australian orchids’, it was released to coincide 
with the Sixth World Orchid Conference in 
Sydney in September 1969. Nicholls (1885-1951) 
had no specific botanic education, and worked 
first as a bookbinder, then at the Footscray 
Municipal Gardens. In the latter half of his life he 
taught himself drawing, painting and botanical 
Latin, and is regarded, along with Rogers and 
Rupp, as one of the ‘foremost figures in 
Australian orchidology this century’ (Orchadian 
2:6 pp 83-85, 1967). He was an accomplished 
nature photographer and _ naturalist whose 
passion for orchids developed around 1920 
through his membership of Victorian Naturalists 





He wrote a hundred or so articles for Victorian } 


Naturalist and for Wild Life, and described a 
number of orchid species. In 1950 it was planned 
to produce his watercolours and manuscripts in 
24 parts, but Nicholls died just before the 
publication of Part 1, and only Parts II-IV were 
subsequently published by Georgian House, 
Melbourne. Vol. 1 Part 1 was published in 1951. 
Limited edition, still available. 


A.W. Dockrill was living in Lae, PNG at the time, 
and his review of the book states '‘it is 
unquestionably the most significant, or at least 
as significant, as any contribution to Australian 
orchidology this century and will undoubtedly 
remain an important reference work on 
Australian orchids for all 
descriptions are excellent and the illustrations 
magnificent.....'(Orchadian “3:7 p. 81, 1970). 


Dockrill's major taxonomic work .had been t 


released the same year (1969) . 


A Guide to Native Australian Orchids by Roger 
B. Bedford 
1969 Angus and Robertson, Sydney 


134 pages Hard cover with colourful dust jacket 
featuring Sarc. fitzgeraldii on the front and D. 


The Orchadian, Volume 17 Number 10 


tetragonum var. giganteum on the back. Original 
cost $8.50 


Bedford, a grower from New South Wales, states 
in his preface that he has ‘attempted to describe 
all known Australian epiphytic orchids'. The text 
is arranged alphabetically by genus and species 
making individual species easy to find. Robert 
Lewis provided black and white illustrations and 
seven colour plates. At the time there were few 
generally available orchid books, and he stated 
they were often out of date. He provides brief 
notes including a description and some 


ecological notes, with a minimum of taxonomic 
detail. Dendrobium kingianum ‘Roger Bedford' 
from south-east Queensland is described and 
pictured in Dendrobium kingianum - A Unique 
Australian Orchid (Adams and Lawson,1995). 





Figure 6. Cover of Bedford’s Guide. 


Growing Orchids by W.T. Upton 


1969 Rigby Instant Book A 6945, Rigby Limited, 
Australia 


Paperback. Reprinted multiple times 
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Figure 7. Cover of Upton’s pocket book. 


This tiny pocket book (130mm x 90mm) is a 
general orchid book, primarily about cultural 
techniques, but also has chapters on Australian, 
New Zealand and South African orchids. Wal 
Upton (1922- 2012) migrated from England to 
Australia in 1950, He was foundation secretary 
of the Australasian Native Orchid Society, and an 
active leader in many orchid organizations. He 
was also a prolific author, illustrating his own 
later books, and undertook. an extensive 
commercial hybrid breeding’ programme of 
Australian orchids. « .. ‘ 


Proceedings of ihe 6th World Orchid 
Conference Edit. M.J.G. Corrigan 


1971 Halstead Press, Sydney 


Hard cover with dust jacket. 276 pp. Colour and 
- black and white plates. 


The 6th World Orchid Conference was held in 
Sydney in 1969, the first in the southern 
hemisphere. Of the 47 talks recorded, 12 were 
about Australasian orchids. There were also 


several other Australians who spoke on exotic ' 


orchids. Show results and a list of attendees is 
provided. Grand Champion Orchid was awarded 


to Phalaenopsis Bridesmaid 'Purity'. Champion | 


Australian Native was awarded to Wal Upton for 
D. Bardo Rose. The Conference was an 
international showcase for Australian orchids, 
and a catalyst for several books including the 


454 


complete Nicholls, Dockril!; Bedford and the 
facsimile of Rupp. 


6th World Orchid Conference Commemorative 
Brochure Edit. M.J.G. Corrigan 
1969 Halstead Press Pty Ltd 


Soft cover, A4 size. 56 pages. Colour on cover 
only, small number of black and white photos. 


This booklet contains 18 articles on Australian 
and New Guinea orchids by local authors, and 
was sold at the Conference. 


Australian Ground Orchids by Densey Clyne 


Australian Rock and Tree Orchids by Densey 


. Clyne 


Published in 1970 and 1972 respectively in the 
Periwinkle Colour Series, Lansdowne Press, 
Melbourne. 


These two pocket books have the same format - 
a brief introduction to the botany of orchids, 
followed by colour plates of orchids making up 
the main part of the book. At the end of each is a 
brief section on photography in the field. 


Australian Native Orchids by Leo Cady and 
E.R. Rotherham 


1970 A.H. and A.W. Reed, Artamon, Sydney 





Figure 8. Cover of Cady and Rotherham. 
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Hardcover, illustrated dust jacket, 112 pp. (Fig. 
9). 


Original cost $3.95 
Reprinted 1977,1978, 1981 


This small book was extremely popular and 
copies are easily obtainable. Leo Cady has 
written extensively on terrestrials and other 
areas of Australian orchids and provided the text 
for this book. Edward (Ted) Rotherham, who 
provided the high quality colour photographs, 
was a lecturer in photography in Melbourne and 
a very well known historian and keen naturalist 
photographer in the Warrandyte area. M.I. 
Barnes provided several botanical drawings. 
There is a short introduction on orchids in 
general, then species are grouped into genera, 
with explanation of their features. 


Australia's Native Orchids by W.W. Sharp 
1970 K.G. Murray Publishing Company, Sydney 


Hardcover with dust jacket, 144 pp. Black and 
white illustrations, one colour 


Reprint 1977 


Includes some cultural information and a 


flowering time chart. 


Ground orchids of Australia by M.R. Pocock 
1972 Jacaranda Press 


Soft cover, 99 pp. Colour plates 


Rosa Fiveash's Australian Orchids by Rosa 
Fiveash 


1974 Rigby Limited, Australia. 


Hard cover with dust jacket. 99 colour plates, 
149 pp. 


Rosa Fiveash is described on the dust jacket as 
one of the foremost botanical artists of her time. 
The illustrations cover mainly epiphytes with a 
small number of terrestrial orchids, and are 
accompanied by text written by Noel Lothian, 
the Director of the Adelaide Botanic Gardens, 
consisting of a brief description of each species. 


Australian Orchids. Survival Series by Gould 
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League 


1979 Gould League of Victoria, High Street, 
Prahran 


Revised edition 1989 


This small booklet introduces children to orchids, 
mainly terrestrial, with some notes on ecology 
and pollination. The first edition is rare. The 
second edition is still available, with coloured 
stickers stapled in the centre. 


Australian Orchids by Barbara Mullins and 
Margaret Martin 

1980 Angus and Robertson, Australia. 

Soft cover. 34 pp, sixty colour plates 


This book is written by a mother-daughter 
combination of journalists interested in native 
plants. There is little structure in the book, which 
mainly concentrates on ‘descriptive text and 


cultivation notes' of each of the colour 
photographs of orchids (taken by other 
photographers), covering a mixture of 


commoner epiphytes and terrestrials. 


Conclusion 


In the 50th Anniversary Year of ANOS, it is fitting 
to celebrate and reflect on the history of orchids 
and orchid people in Australia since colonial 
times. | hope this article ‘stimulates readers not 
only to search out and read books on Australian 
orchids, books, but perhaps also be inspired to 
write their own stories for history. 
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Australian Orchid Foundation 
2013 Award of Honour to Professor Kingsley Dixon 


Professor Kingsley Dixon was awarded the 
prestigious “Australian Orchid Foundation Award 
of Honour” for 2013 at its Annual General 
Meeting held in Melbourne on 27'October, 
2013. 


Kingsley has spent over 30 years researching the 
ecology and conservation of not only Australian 
orchids but Australian native plants and 
ecosystems. 


He has had a major impact in a number of areas 
related to orchids but one of his lasting legacies 
was his leading of the research team at the 
University of Western Australia (UWA) and 
Murdoch University that led to the breakthrough 
discovery of the chemical in smoke responsible 
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Figure 1. Kingsley Dixon (on left) with Dr. Ryan Phillips (Photo: Kings Park and Botanic Garden) 


John Varigos 
Associate Director, AOF 


for germination of many Australian native plants. 
This finding has transformed Australia's 
agricultural, mining restoration and conservation 
industries. 


His life’s work was recently recognised by The 
Linnean Society of London, the world's oldest 
active biological society, with the awarding of 
the Linnean Medal in the field of Botany. He is 
only the second Australian to receive this 
prestigious award. 


Kingsley grew up within easy reach of the 
bushland of outer metropolitan Perth and its 
regional areas. It was here that his interest in 


native plants began at an early age with forays 
into surrounding bushland in search of orchids 
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and other plants. A stint with one of Western 
Australia's early wildflower nurseries, 
Wyemando in Guildford during his primary 
school years, led to a deep and abiding interest 
in propagation, horticulture and the fascinating 
biology of native species. 


Following his graduation from university he 


worked as an academic researcher at UWA [aaa 


where he was granted the title of Professor and 
attained the position of Director of Science at 
Kings Park and Botanic Garden and Permanent 


Visiting Professor at the School of Plant Biology ; 


at UWA. 


Kingsley has been a major figure in developing 
the field of conservation biology as it relates to ¢ 


orchids. His work on Rhizanthella gardneri, one 
of the Western Australian underground orchids, 
attracted international attention, particularly for 
his innovative use of satellite. imagery and 
detailed examination of its complicated 
ecological requirements. 


As Director of Science at Kings Park he has had 
the opportunity to develop his research 
interests. While laboratories elsewhere exceed 
Kings Park in terms of theoretical publications, 
under Kingsley's guidance Kings Park has 
developed into one of the world's leading orchid 
conservation laboratories. 


Maintaining a research program dedicated to 
orchids has meant that considerable expertise is 
available to guide conservation programs for the 
State's many threatened orchids. Kingsley's 
achievements include research on the hormones 
employed by orchids that provide a female- 
mimic to attract male wasps through a process 
known as sexual deception. He also developed 
micro-propagation techniques for many 
endangered Australian orchid taxa ensuring their 
survival. . 


His endless enthusiasm for native orchids has 
translated into popular publications and lectures 
that have led to increased awareness (locally, 
nationally and internationally) of Western 
Australia's unique and threatened orchids. He 
has developed ideas of an integrated approach 
to plant conservation which are now widely 
copied around the world, not least because they 
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Figure 2. Kingsley Dixon investigating Microtis 
leaves in a road cutting in New Caledonia (Photo: 
Ryan Phillips). 


work and because he has been prepared to 
travel widely and lecture on the subject. His 
lectures are always well prepared, brilliantly 
illustrated and amusingly presented. 


Kingsley and his students have published 
scientific papers on native orchids spanning from 
the early 1980s until present, including 
publications in prestigious international journals 
such as Molecular Ecology, New Phytologist, 
Journal of Ecology and Annals of Botany. While 
early work focussed on mycorrhizal ecology, his 
contribution has broadened to _ include 
pollination biology and conservation genetics. 


Kingsley has a passion for conservation and he 
initiated and co-organised the first International 
Orchid Conservation Congress, the leading forum 
for scientists studying orchid conservation. He 
continues to be involved in its running. 


He has a number of books to his credit not least 
of which is Orchid Conservation (Natural History 
Publications, Kota Kinabalu, 2003), a book that 
he conceived and co-edited and which is now 
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one of the most widely cited of all books on the 
subject. 


He has also been involved in the publication of 
several significant books on Western Australian 
orchid flora that have served to increase their 
profile both nationally and internationally. 


Since December 2000, despite his heavy work 
load, Kingsley has found time to be a dedicated 
member of the Research Committee of the 
Australian Orchid Foundation. He has been its 
Chairman since July 2002. His knowledgeable 
contribution to the review of research 
applications submitted to the committee has led 
to high quality projects being supported by the 
Australian Orchid Foundation. 


In the words of Dr Phillip Cribb, "Kingsley has not 
only built up a formidable team in Perth but an 
enviable international network of which he is 
widely regarded as a guru. On top of that he has 
an open and friendly manner to everyone; 
scientists, raw students and amateur 
enthusiasts.” 


Kingsley is a worthy recipient of this prestigious 


award in recognition of his remarkable 
contribution to Australia’s flora and_ its 
conservation. 
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Photos from the 7th Conference and Show 


Photos by Jon Cara (JC) and Greg Steenbeeke (GS) 





Cedarvale Orchids Display at the 7th ANOS Conference. Photograph by Jon Cara. 
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Above, Caladenia latifolia ‘Pink Show’, Champion Terrestrial 


> 


Below, Dendrobium kingianum ‘Fluoro King’ (labelled as ‘Flewro King’) x ‘Chew Bacca 


Champion Dendrobium section Dendrocoryne Species, Other 
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Dendrobium Jackaroo 
‘Ride ‘Em’ 

Champion Dendrobium 
section Dendrocoryne 


and section 
Phalaenanthe Hybrids 


Dendrobium 
canaliculatum ‘#2’ 


Champion Epiphytic 
Species Other 
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Orchids 
Australia 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN ORCHID COUNCIL 


92 Pages 
Eye-catching Color 


Subscription Rates 
$50.00 pa (six copies) 


Check out our home page on the internet 
http://www.orchidsaustralia.com 


Orchids Australia 
P.O. Box 329, Mitcham, SA. 5062 
Australia 
coralie.hills@bigpond.com 
(Advise Card Name, 


Number and peel 
expiry date) meine 


Above left: Dendrobium speciosum intervarietal: 
(‘Beranghi Gold’ x ‘Ted’) x ‘Marylin’ 
Reserve Champion 


Below: Sarcochilus George Colthup x Fizzy Dove 
Champion Epiphytic Hybrids Other 





Dendrobium racemosum (above), Champion Dockrillia species 


Den. speciosum var. grandiflorum (below), Champion Dendrobium speciosum Varietal Complex 
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Clockwise from above: 
Paphiopedilum wilhelminae 


Dendrobium Australian Ginger 


Bulbophyllum brevilabium 


Dendrobium (Rutherford Sunset x Aussie Quest) 
“#2” 
Dendrobium Linda Browne ‘B Man’ 
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ANOS Newcastle’s 50th Celebration 


Saturday 5th October saw ANOS Newcastle 
Group celebrate their 50th year. It was 50 years 
to the day when, in 1963 the Group held its 
inaugural meeting, with William (Bill) Murdoch 
elected as President. The history of ANOS and 
the Newcastle Group have been described 
previously in the September 2004 issue of The 
Orchadian. 


The current President of ANOS Newcastle, Phillip 
Radford opened proceedings by extending a 
warm welcome to those present. He also asked 
members to commemorate earlier members of 
the group along with those dear friends who 
were no longer with us by conducting a minute’s 
silence. 


This remembrance was significant, especially in 
light of the spread of members’ ages within the 
group and the history that surrounds it. With any 
commemoration, history and stories were 


Phillip Radford & Tony Lowe 


always going to be told and on this occasion the 
Group was fortunate to be able to draw upon 
the memories and experiences from members, 
some who were involved in those early days. 


Our special guest on the day was Mr Noel Jupp. 
Noel was present at the initial meeting and 
became a member of the inaugural committee in 
1963. A well-known and highly respected 
hybridist, Noel gave a very informative and light 
hearted talk on the formation of the Group, his 
dealings with Bill and other stories. Along with 
Noel, Len Field, Judy Parker, Tony Clarke and Sue 
Herd were able to expand on various events, all 
which were warmly received. 


A small but significant display of memorabilia 
and of course a display of native orchids 
complemented the day. The memorabilia 
included early awards, newsletters and photos, 
all of which stimulated further conversations. 


To help celebrate the occasion along with 


members, both current and retired, were a 
number of past Presidents: Judy Parker, Len 


Field, Ossie Murray, Neil Graham and Tony 
Clarke. They all joined with Phillip and Noel in 
" the cutting of the 50" cake. 


, While there were some jokes about who would 


be seeing in the next 50 years (mind you there is 
the possibility of one or two who could be in 
those ranks), many were resigned to the fact 
that to make the 50" was a worthy milestone. 


No matter what, ANOS Newcastle does appear 
to be growing in the right direction. | think ‘Old 
Bill Murdoch’ while he may not agree with 
everything, would be proud of his legacy as 
current members are equally proud of those 
who have brought the Group to this day. 


maj ANOS Newcastle guest Mr Noel Jupp and ANOS 
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National President, Tony Clarke. 
Photograph G. Beddow 
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(Above) ANOS Newcastle 50th Celebration with current President, Phillip Radford along with past 
Presidents and Committee (R to L). Phillip Radford, Jack Pepperall, Noel Jupp, Judy Parker, Tony 
Clarke, Neil Graham, Len Field and Ossie Murray. 

Photo S. Hilton 


(Below) Members of ANOS Newcastle. 
Photo G. Beddow 
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Book Review 


With Strange Device: A history of the discovery of Tropical Australia’s 


orchids by Bill Lavarack 


With Strange Device is self-published and the 
latest in a long series of contributions by Dr. 
Peter (Bill) Lavarack to the orchidology of North 
Queensland. It tells the stories of orchid 
discovery, and lists all the orchids of tropical 
Australia with details of their collection. It is well 
presented in soft cover A4 format with 104 
pages, 84 colour illustrations and 20 
monochrome. It is concisely and entertainingly 
written, and contains many carefully selected 
photographs and _ historical illustrations of 
orchids, people and places. 


The main title is in a genre of the 1940s, with 
parallels to Allan Marshall’s Ourselves Writ 
Strange (1942), a similar journey through 
northern Australia, interacting with the land and 
indigenous people. The title is extracted from 
Archibald Meston’s poem written on the summit 
of Mt. Bellenden Ker, and reflects the author’s 
inspiration by, and lifetime interest in, the 
history of Australian orchids. The history of 
orchid discovery is very much the history of 
Australia itself, and begins with Cook’s voyage 
on the Endeavour in 1770, and the finding of 
Dendrobium discolor, D. canaliculatum and D. 
rigidum near present-day Cooktown during the 
seven week stay for repairs after the ship struck 
a reef near Cape Tribulation. Colonial exploration 
parties included people with training or interest 
in natural history and the discovery of new 
species was highly valued, with the prospects of 
profit and other commercial gain. 


Lavarack trained as a botanist at the University 
of Queensland and worked for more than 30 
years for the National Parks and Wildlife Service, 
mainly in north Queensland. He was involved in 
the discovery of several new orchid species, 
notably Arthrochilus — dockrillii,  Calochilus 
psednus, Dendrobium carronii, Oberonia carnosa 
and Bulbophyllum gracillimum. New discoveries 
are still likely for terrestrial orchids which flower 
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Review by Peter Adams 


in remote areas in the wet season when 
exploration is extremely difficult. 


To southern Australians, virtually everyone living 
south of Cooktown, there is a fascination with 
the harshness and still largely intact and isolated 
Cape country, and to its productions, tragedies, 
and those who first ventured and worked there. 
Bill has drawn on his personal collection of books 
and articles outlining events, discoveries, 
personal anecdotes, perils and misadventures of 
explorers, botanists, orchid hunters, occasional 
visitors and workers on the land. He commences 
with the Endeavour voyage, followed by the 
Australian iconic founders of National Herbaria 
F.J.H. Mueller, F.M. Bailey and their collectors, 
and continues with phases of discovery by 
amateur botanists and naturalist collectors who 


|  BILLLAVARACK | 
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still play an important role in the science of 
Australian orchids. The chapter on Somerset, the 
1860s government outpost near the.tip of Cape 
York, records the activities of the Jardine family 
and their visitors Ellis Rowan, John Gould Veitch, 
Bailey, Edward Daemel (German collector), and 
Luigi d’Albertis who was collecting for European 
museums. 


In more recent times the involvement of many 
people with northern Queensland orchids, some 
of which bear their names, is briefly outlined. It 
includes H.M.R. Rupp, C.T. White, T.E. Hunt, 
W.H. Nicholls, J.H. Wilkie, K. McPherson, H. 
Flecker, J.L. Wassell, and B. Gray to name a few. 
There is a summary of the Cape York Peninsula 
expeditions of the Australian Orchid Foundation 
between 1976 and 19839, all involving the author. 


Nomenclature, at a time of transition, was an 
issue for the author. His approach is outlined in 
the Appendix ‘List of First. Australian 
Discoveries’, largely following the genera 
recognized by the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, 
Queensland Herbarium and the treatment of 
Australian genera that will be used in Genera 
Orchidacearum Volume 6 (2014). Names used 
should not pose any problem for readers in 
recognizing the genera and species listed and 
discussed. 


| am unaware of any major errors of fact or 
interpretation in this scholarly book, and the 
number of typographical errors is small. A few 
copies of the book were released initially with a 
misspelling of the author’s name on the spine — 
no doubt these will become collectors’ items. 
The book is highly recommended as an enjoyable 
read of the subject with detailed references for 
those who wish to pursue their interest further. 


It is available from the Australian Orchid 
Foundation, 
www.australianorchidfoundation.org.au, 
Orchidaceous Books, and directly from the 
author, lavarack@westnet.com.au or Dr. P.S. 
Lavarack PO Box 1664 Buderim Queensland 
4556. 
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WITH STRANGE DEVICE 
- A history of the discovery of Tropical 
Australia’s orchids 

Lavarack, Bill. 2013 


This book seeks to explore the discovery of all the 
Australian tropical orchid species and to tell the 
stories of the major players in their discovery. Their 
exploits are diverse with tales of shipwreck, flooded 
creeks, starvation and above all of a passion to 
collect and record the flora of a newly discovered 
continent. 


All the orchids of Tropical Australia are listed 
along with the first collector, the date and locality 
Paperback. 104 pages. 


$40.00 plus postage 


Reserve your copy today by ordering.... 






















Website: australianorchidfoundation.org.au 
Tel/Fax: (03) 5627 6303 
P.0. Box 322 Essendon North 3041 Australia 


Se => 
ENN 
Visit our Nursery on the 
Mid North Coast near Taree, NSW. 


Large range of 
Australian Native Orchids, species 
& hybrids from tube to flowering size. 


Buses/Clulb Groups 


welcome ly appointment, 


Cultural talks & morning tea facilities 
available. Free catalogue & cultural 
notes available by request. 


Nursery Hours: Mon-Fri 9am to 4pm 
Saturday by Appointment 


TINONEE ORCHID NURSERY 


768 Tinonee Road, Tinonee, 2430 


Phone: (02) 6553 1012 
www.tinoneeorchids.com orchids@tinoneeorchids.com 
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It Never Seems to Stop—Habitat Destruction 


My frequent companion on orchid outings is 
Denis Wilson, mostly because we are both 
retired gentlemen with nothing to do and all day 
to get it done. From late October to late January 
outings were non-existent due to a complete 
lack of rain, however a good fall in late January 
gave some hope of seeing some midge orchids in 
the weeks following. With nothing available in 
the usually reliable Robertson area we decided 
to try our luck looking at another location on the 
NSW Southern Highlands. 


Corunastylis plumosa is listed as Critically 
Endangered in NSW and is known from a few 
sites only. On this day we decided to look at one 
site only and one where we had not seen the 
species before, although it was alleged to be the 
most prolific. This site is yet another sad tale of 
bureaucratic belligerence in that the local 
council gave permission for the site to be 
developed in the full knowledge that a rare plant 
existed there. This was almost 10 years ago and 
to this day the 15m x 7m shed _ under 
construction is far from finished with material 
still dumped on the site. The owner paid a large 
sum of money to have the rock shelf leveled, 
which destroyed an unknown number of plants. 
It is obvious a better way would have been to 
form the shed floor and build directly on to the 
rock shelf and this lack of thinking not only cost 
him a lot of extra money but also permanently 
removed an unknown number of endangered 
orchids. 


| have checked this site for several years but 
have failed to see a single plant but this year was 
exceptional with 27 excellent specimens, most 
over 15 cm with 13 or more flowers, which is 
better than any plant of this species | have ever 
seen. As luck would have it this species was 
about to undergo its annual monitoring program 
and | returned two days later with an OEH 
Officer to do this job. There are three formal 
control plots with numbered plants but none 
fared as well as the site with the shed. Individual 
plants were smaller and many showed leaves 
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only, however on one site eight new plants were 
recorded and marked. It is fortunate any plants 
have survived as the residential estate 
constructed across a large area of rock shelf was 
also planned as the site for a golf course. The 
golf course was eventually constructed but 
without impacting further on this rare species. 


As might be expected for plants in this genus, 
the preferred habitat is among low scrub and 
mosses over rock shelf, which also supports 
several other species, such as C. fimbriatum, C. 
woollsii, C. apostasioides and _ Eriochilus 
cucullatus. Another genus also has a single 
representative in this area and it is Speculantha 
glyphida, one of the increasing numbers of 


species previously recorded within the 
Speculantha parviflora complex. 
Recording all numbered orchids is a time 


consuming exercise and exacerbated this year by 
the late January rain which eroded the shallow 
soil and displaced the numbered tags. The 
problem lies with a lack of ability to fix the 
numbered tags in sandy soil and moss only a 
centimetre or two deep over a solid rock shelf, 
particularly when heavy rain races downhill 
washing all before it. As such several new 
aluminum tags were made on the spot. 


This year also saw a new innovation to the sites 
with motion detection cameras sited at 
pertinent points. These were installed in an 
effort to determine which animal was persistent 
in its efforts to nibble emerging plants of this 
rare species. Initially when the site was prepared 
for the monitoring process, barriers of small logs 
and fallen limbs were strategically placed in an 
effort to direct wallabies, kangaroos and 
wombats around the sites but as plants are 
being nipped it is important to determine the 
culprit and take appropriate action as losses with 
Critically Endangered species are difficult to 
reconcile. 
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Is This Our Most Variable Genus? Vive la difference! 
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Over the years | have been looking for and 
photographing orchids | have never encountered 
a genus which displayed a greater variety of 
form and colour as Glossodia. |n this region it is 
quite common and frequently in great numbers 
to the extent of a being blue carpet at many 
locations where it occurs. | am also led to believe 
that the further south one goes, into Victoria 
and Tasmania, that it is in even greater numbers 
than the NSW South Coast. 


Glossodia is a genus of just two species of which 
G. major is known to occur from near Eungella in 
Queensland to NSW, Vic, the ACT the south east 
of S.A. and Tasmania. Glossodia minor occurs 
from Fraser Island (Qld), NSW and to the far east 
of Victoria. 


| have photographed this genus in NSW and 
Victoria only and my only regret is not being able 
to photograph one of the many two-flowered 
plants | saw in a NSW national park, mainly 
because | was a passenger in the vehicle and my 
driver was just driving, not stopping. Even from a 
moving car, at this location the percentage of 
plants with two flowers was high and | am 
determined to visit that site again in the hope of 
a repeat performance. 
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Alan Stephenson 


G. minor 





Both species seem to be most abundant in areas 
of low height heath, which locally means power 
line easements where the vegetation is slashed 
every few years and does not allow overshading 
or crowding of plants. 


This season both species were in excellent 
numbers in August and into September, perhaps 
due to the excessive rainfall in June, which was 
three times the monthly average. It is also a 
genus which produces more than the average 
frequency of alba forms of both species. Despite 
the genus allegedly being a reluctant natural 
hybridiser | believe | have noted many which fall 
into this category but these are hybrids between 
the two species, although it is known to 
hybridise with some species within the 
Caladenia group and these have been recorded 
as Calassodia. Some of my hybrid assumptions 
may be correct but others may also be attributed 
to the wildly differing shapes, colours and 
deformities exhibited between the two species. 


| have recorded G. major at sizes from 12mm to 
50mm and G. minor from 10mm to 35mm, some 
with typical shape, others with very narrow 
segments and this includes both normal colour 
and albinistic forms. However both species, 
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Prasophyllum. 


| once thought the influence of the high voltage 
power lines may be the cause of these 
deformities but not all power line easements 
produce these oddities and not all oddities occur 
under or near a power line easement, therefore | 
assume a certain genetic disposition may be the 
cause of the colour breaks, which may or may 
not be a virus. However it is not simply this trait 
which frequently requires a photo stop but the 
extensive variety in colour, from white to a very 
pale blue and the expected strong and evenly 
coloured standard form and this is not only with 
G. major but also G. minor which exhibits the 
same variations but occasionally is seen in a 
striking magenta colour, providing an 
extraordinary texture to the flower. 





Glossodia major, pale form | should also mention many power line 
easements are home to a range of terrestrial 
particularly at two local sites, are known to orchids including Speculantha vernalis 
produce flowers with extensive colour breaks in (Pterostylis vernalis), a nationally-listed Critically 
the form of white blotches and occasionally Endangered species, numerous Thelymitra and 
flecks and all manner of morphological Petalochilus (Caladenia) species, a Prasophyllum 
deformities. If this trait were exhibited in any or two and several Corunastylis (Genoplesium) 
other genus it would be labelled as virus, species but none of these have exhibited 
therefore it is fortunate both species are very anything other than normal flowers. 
difficult to grow otherwise there would be chaos 


It is obvious that these differences are the 
on the show benches. 


reason why such a locally common orchid has 
Perhaps these variances are only prevalent in 
certain area as during a trip through Victoria in 
2000 | saw large numbers of Glossodia major 
from several parks and reserves in NE 
Melbourne and The Grampians but did not 
record anything like the variations in shape and 
colour | have seen either locally or in several 
other areas of NSW which | have visited. | am fam 
aware there are noticeable differences in many 
native orchids both terrestrial and epiphytic and 
how boring it would be if all were simply clones 
of one another but within a genus of just two . 
species, these variations seem to be more al 
startling than others. This may be due to the 
clean outline of the petals and segments and a 
flatter form, whereas other genera assume # 
completely different forms whether they are 
Sarcochilus, Pterostylis, Dendrobium or & 


Glossodia minor, pair of flowers. 
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Variants in Glossodia: Glossodia major (left side) and G. minor (right side). 


been responsible for regularly using significant 
capacity in my memory cards, although some 
have mentioned it might just be that deformities 
and | are synonymous. All that aside, to see 
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something different is a good reason to get out 
of bed each day, for if one is unable to see 
something different, then why bother. 





Plant Names, Labels and the Story They Tell 


You've spent years growing a magnificent plant, 
you take it to a show, then someone criticises 
the label: Don't you hate that!!! 


The label is there to record names and other 
information about the plant, just to remind us 
when we forget. The label may be a common 
name - like spider orchid, which is fine but refers 
to all orchids that are a spidery shape. Usually, it 
is more specific such as Dendrobium 
tetragonum. 


That's also fine, but then along comes a learned 
botanist who proposes a new name or partial 
change to the old name. Some growers choose 
to accept the change but others are not so keen. 


It really comes down to whether the botanist has 
convinced his peers and/or orchid growers that 
his argument is valid. ANOS Judges will have a 


Editors Note:- | have made some amendments 
to the following article to reflect amendments to 
the nomenclature systems that apply. It should 
be noted that, unlike those interested in most 
cultivated plants, orchid growers suffer from a 
mix of rules applied under two different 
systems—the International Code of Botanical 
Nomenclature (ICBN) - recently updated to the 
International Code for the Nomenclature of 
algae, fungi and plants (ICN or the Melbourne 
Code) - and the International Code of 
Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants 
(Horticultural Code or Hort Code). These two 
codes have slightly different ways in which 


Ray Clement, National Registrar of Judges 


personal opinion of the validity of names, 
however, as Judges we will not reject a plant to 
be judged which is labelled differently to the 
accepted name. Occasionally we will give an 
Opinion or even a decision such as the validity of 
a species, but should also give our reasons for 
doing so. For example, if it is not Sarcochilus 
hartmannii but S. Fitzhart, that is because of the 
prominent yellow callus on the mid lobe of the 
labellum, inherited from S. fitzgeraldii. 


A correctly written label can also tell a story. 
Many years ago | read a summary by David 
Banks titled ‘Correct writing of Orchid names'. | 
have found this very useful and it is reproduced 
here with his permission. | recommend all 
growers spend a little time getting their labels 
right. It could avoid the label taking attention 
away from that magnificent plant. 


naming is applied to plants, and they are not 
always consistent with each other. 


Typically, with regards to orchids, the ICBN 
applies to ‘naturally occurring’ plants—and to a 
great extent also to ‘improved’ forms of species 
that result from selective breeding. The ICN is 
most applicable to cultivated plants—mainly the 
artificially produced hybrids—and is of itself 
sometimes loose with rules of application. 


| have edited the following article to try and 
remove some of the inconsistencies and make it 
clearer to readers what is trying to be conveyed. 


Nomenclature - Correct Writing of Orchid Names 
David P. Banks (david@hillsdistrictorchids.com) 


Species and their Variants 


Nomenclature applied here is typically sourced 
from the scientific code, or the /nternational 
Code for Nomenclature of Algae, Fungi and 
Plants (sometimes called the ICN or the 
Melbourne Code as it was compiled at the 
International Botanical Congress meeting held in 
Melbourne in July 2011). Each species has a 
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Generic Name, (or first term), e.g. Dendrobium, 
also a Specific Epithet (or second term) e.g. 
tetragonum. The two terms combine to form 
the binomial name of the species: Dendrobium 
tetragonum. 


When written properly they are always in italics 
or underlined. The generic name always begins 
with a Capital letter but the specific epithet is 
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now written with a small letter first - even when 
it is derived from a personal name. While some 
older texts have a capital used for personal 
names, this practice has been discontinued. 


A more definitive epithet (third term) is given to 
a distinctive race or population within a species. 
It is preceded by the abbreviation var. (for 
variety) or subsp. (for subspecies) in Roman 
letters, and is in italics or underlined without a 
capital. Forma (abbreviated f.) can also be used 
at times and is applied when a botanist is 
defining a particular consistent form. 


A special individual of a species may be given a 
cultivar epithet (third or fourth term) applied 
using the Hort Code rules. It is not Latinised, in 
italics or underlined. It is in Roman, with a 
Capital and has single quotes. Inexplicably, a lot 
of experienced growers still confuse the use of 
cultivars with varieties. 


Examples: 
Dendrobium kingianum ‘Inferno’ (3rd term) 


Dendrobium kingianum ‘Inferno’ (3rd term) 
Dendrobium speciosum subsp. grandiflorum 
‘The King’ (4th term) 


Dendrobium speciosum subsp. grandiflorum 
‘The King’(4th term) 


Artificial Hybrids 


Typically, ‘artificial’ or human-produced plants - 
also known as cultigens—receive a name that 
complies with the International Code of 
Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants (also known 
as the Hort Code or the Horticultural Code). The 
generic name (first term) begins with a Capital 
letter and is in italics (preferred) or underlined. 
The second term is ideally a registered hybrid 
name, known as a grex epithet (plural is greges). 
It is neither Latinised or underlined. It is printed 
in Roman letters and the initial letter of any 
word is a Capital. 


Examples: 
Dendrobium Hilda Poxon 


Dendrobium Hilda Poxon 


A particular individual of a hybrid may be 
distinguished by a cultivar (cv.) epithet. These 
are generally only given to superior clones of 
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horticultural merit. It is in Roman letters, has a 
capital, and is in single quotes. Remember there 
are no “varieties” in hybrid orchids, only 
cultivars, as variety is use of the Botanical Code, 
not the horticultural code. 


Examples: 
Dendrobium Hilda Poxon ‘Macquarie Redlip’ 
Dendrobium Hilda Poxon ‘Macquarie Redlip’ 


In orchids, the same grex name applies to all the 
progeny raised from any, each and every 
“mating” of two parent plants which bear the 
same pair of specific names and/or grex names. 


Example: If any plant of the grex Dendrobium 
Hilda Poxon is crossed with any plant of the 
species Dendrobium kingianum, the resulting 
progeny will all bear the grex name 
Dendrobium Telekon (regardless with what 
parent is the pod or pollen parent) 


All hybrids should be officially registered with 
the Royal Horticultural Society, London. These 
new names appear in periodicals such as The 
Orchid Review (U.K.), Orchids (U.S.A.) and in the 
Australian publication Orchids Australia and The 
Orchadian (though the latter for Australasian 
native orchid hybrids only). 


These hybrids appear every few years in updated 
volumes of Sander’s List of Orchid Hybrids, which 
is also now available on CD-ROM, and through 
some commercial products. The hybrid lists are 
also updated on the RHS and AOS websites, and 
tools on the RHS website allow you to search for 
hybrid parentage, and check registration of a 
grex. 


Citation of Awards 


1. All awards should be abbreviated in capital 
letters without periods or full stops. e.g., FCC, 
AM, HCC, AD, etc. 


2. Names of awarding societies should be 

abbreviated in capital letters, again without full 

stops; 
AOC Australian Orchid Council 

NSW Orchid Society of New South Wales 


OCSA __ Orchid Club of South Australia 
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OSNT Orchid Society of Northern Territory 
OSWA_ Orchid Society of Western Australia 
QOS Queensland Orchid Society 

TASM_ Tasmanian Orchid Society 

VOC Victorian Orchid Club 

ANOS Australasian Native Orchid Society 


OSCOV Orchid Societies Council of Victoria 


3. A slash mark should separate the award from 
the awarding society, with the award appearing 
first: 
E.g. AM/NSW 
HCC/ANOS 


AD/TASM FCC/VOC 


4. In the event of two awards from one society, 
or two or more societies granting the same 
award, it is recommended they be linked with a 
hyphen. The major award or major society 
appearing first; 

E.g. AM-AD/NSW FCC/AOC-VOC 


5. Whenever an award is published, it should be 
accompanied by the year in which the award 
was granted. 

E.g. Dendrobium Brinawa Charm ‘Lucky's Toy' 
AM/ANOS 1992 


General Points 


There are two different naming systems that 
apply to plants cultivated by orchid fanciers 
and confusion arises when inappropriate use 
of rules of a particular Code occurs in error. 


Note the term variety only applies to species 
orchids, many cultivars are loosely termed 
“varieties” in error. 


The word species. is both singular and plural, 
there is no such thing as a “specie” in 
horticulture (a specie is a single coin in the 
study of currency). 


The word genus is singular and its plural is 
genera. 


If a species is crossed with another clone of the 
same species, the offspring remains a species, 
the same species as either parent. 


Most generic names are derived from Greek. 
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Many specific names are derived from Latin. 


Cultivar names which indicate perfection or 
superiority should not be used, (even though 
a few have snuck in - such as ‘Purple 
Perfection’.) 


Cultivar names should preferably be one or two 
words, with three the maximum allowed 
under the Horticultural Code. 


Latinised clonal names are not permitted. 


Natural hybrids should be written in italics with a 
lower case x symbol (in a sans-serif Roman 
font) between the generic name and the 
specific epithet. For example, Dendrobium x 
suffusum. This was recently formalised in the 
adoption of the Melbourne Code and has 
been wrongly applied in the past. 


Generic names are always one word and 
abbreviations under the Horticultural Code 
must adhere to this - without full stops. Even 
these abbreviations should be in italics. E.g., 
Den., Sarco. A full list for use in the 
Horticultural code appears in the Sander’s 
List of Orchid Hybrids - published every few 
years. Botanical nomenclature uses only the 
first initial, unless confusion may arise, in 
which case the full name is used. 


Recommended abbreviations of generic names 
are only given when plants are used in 
registered hybrids. That is why the use of 
shortened and abbreviated forms is only 
applicable in the Horticultural Code. 


When a new Species are described, the author’s 
name appears (often abbreviated) after the 
specific name e.g., Dockrillia fuliginosa M.A. 
Clem. et D.L. Jones. This tells us that this 
species was named by Mark Clements and 
David Jones. 


The Handbook on Orchid Nomenclature and 
Registration published by the International 
Orchid Commission is the primary guide, with 
all the rules pertaining to the Horticultural 
Code. 


You can actually learn a lot from correctly 
written plant names! 
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ANOS Melbourne Suburbs Group Inc. Show Reports 2013 


Spring Show October 5-6th 2013 Lilydale 
Lake Community Hall 


Despite a difficult cold lead up to the flowering 
season, the standard of orchids in the show was 
high, with individual orchid displays attracting 
the most attention. Best Display was won by 
M.T. & J. Elgood, featuring a colourful array of 
Sarcochilus species and _ hybrids, mainly 
miniatures. Once again we had a superb display 
of Dendrobium, in particular the ‘natural’ 
Dendrobium kingianum 'Corrigan's Red', and 
some advanced and awarded large flowered line 
bred D. kingianum. 


Champion Species was D. speciosum var. hillii 
‘Clissolds' , awarded AM /AOC at the show, with 
medium to large sized individual white flowers 
clustered on two perfectly symmetrical arching 
sprays. It has been an achievement to flower a 
speciosum to exhibition standard considering 
recent cold weather, which did not promote 
opening and full expansion of flowers. Champion 
Hybrid was the unusual orange coloured D. 
Jesmond Gem ‘Apricot Pie’. 


The array of epiphytic species was a stimulating 
conversation topic amongst growers, judges and 
orchid enthusiasts. Best species in the Novice 
section was a prolifically flowering Dendrobium 
tetragonum var. tetragonum and __ also 
noteworthy was a small but heavily flowering 
specimen of Dendrobium linguiforme. Best 
novice specimen was a 
beautifully cultured plant of D. 
striolatum ‘Neville’ x ‘Redback’. 


The decorative pot entries, a 
Melbourne Suburbs innovation, 
feature 1-3 small, pots 
highlighting particular orchids 
or themes with information. 
They challenged the exhibitors 
and proved popular with 
visitors. The best was a tiny 
flowering Papillilabium beckleri 
displayed on a _ diminutive 
bonsai olive tree, and 


Julie Trower 


examined through a large magnifying glass. 
Other entries focussed on variations in plant 
form and flower colours in species, and a 
celebration of special orchid environments such 
as the Blackdown Tableland in Central 


Queensland. 
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Late Spring Show October 26th 2013 
Montrose Primary School 


Advertised as an open, one day event featuring 
Dendrobium kingianum, Sarcochilus and other 
late flowering orchids, the emphasis of this new 
show was on later-flowering species that flower 
in the gap between spring and Sarcochilus 
shows. Benches gleamed with an abundance of 
colours - white, pink, green, brown, red and 
spotted colour groups of Sarcochilus and the 
white, mauve, purple splash of D. kingianum. 
Unusual and tiny flowering plants such as 
Bulbophyllum globuliforme were an attraction. 
As other groups were ‘invited to be joint 
participants, exhibits were not _ solely 


Australasian and provided good discussion, 


f 


Survey forms are trickling in and while they are 
appreciated | wish to emphasise to all that there 
is still plenty of time to complete the survey. It 
would be pleasing to know that individuals and 
groups are conducting trials of their own with a 
view to putting the results to pen and paper. 
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Update on Dendrobium beetle survey 


especially within the Judging panel. 


Champion Species was awarded to D. kingianum 
‘Eva’, recently awarded HCC/AOC. It was a very 
floriferous compact plant with large white/pale 
mauve flowers with solid blotches of deeper 
mauve on the tepal tips, and a deep mauve 
labellum. Best Champion Hybrid was awarded to 
D. engae x D. shiraishii (PNG) which had four 
racemes of large yellow/green flowers, with a 
labellum of the same colour and the side lobes 
veined with purple. Best Sarcanthinae Species or 
Hybrid was awarded to Sarcochilus hartmannii 
‘Moorland Symphony’. 


(Below) Dendrobium kingianum ‘Eva’ HCC/AOC 





Tony Clarke 


Now that most shows are over people should 
have plenty of time to experiment, conduct trials 
and observe Dendrobium beetle. With the recent 
and welcome rain (in N.S.W.) and warm 
weather, growers should have new growths 
emerging, new growth that sees Dendrobium 
beetle foraging on. Pupation of new beetles 
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increases with warm, rainy weather and they are _ beetles. If anyone can help with insects that 


usually quite active now. 


| have completed preliminary trials on low toxic 
repellents using an insect observation case. This 
has identified two such products that seem quite 
promising and are starting to be trialled in 
commercial orchid nurseries. 


My next step is to trial attractants which are 
needed for trapping and for this | need more 


have not been sprayed | can be contacted by 
phone or email. | am sure they would survive 
postage in a cool crush proof pack so please if 
you can, send them to me. 


The editor of The Orchadian and the ANOS Inc. National Council 


wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and look 
forward to more adventures in orchids next year. 


Finally, | appeal to all orchid enthusiasts, please 
support this project in any way you can. 





Continued from Page 434 


Figure 2. Kingsley Dixon investigating Microtis leaves in NC. 


Cedarvale Orchids Display at the 7th ANOS Conference 
Caladenia latifolia ‘Pink Show’ ' : : 
Caladenia latifolia ‘Pink Show’ : 
Dendrobium kingianum ‘Flewro King’ x ‘Chew Bacca’ 
Dendrobium Jackaroo ‘Ride ‘Em’ 
Dendrobium canaliculatum ‘#2’. 
Dendrobium speciosum (‘Berenghi Gold’ 
Sarcochilus George Colthup x Fizzy Dove 
Dendrobium racemosum 

Dendrobium speciosum var. grandi Moran 
Paphiopedilum wilhelminae 

Dendrobium Australian Ginger 
Bulbophyllum brevilabium 

Dendrobium (Rutherford Sunset x Aussie Quest) “49? 
Dendrobium Linda Browne ‘B Man’ 

Noel Jupp and Tony Clarke at Newcastle’s Celenration 


Cake cutting at Newcastle 50th Celebration with presidents til committee 


Members of ANOS Newcastle at the celebration event 
Cover of With Strange Device 

Glossodia major : 

Glossodia minor ; 

Glossodia major pale form 

Glossodia minor variations 4 

Variants of both Glossodia species 

Papillilabium beckleri, on a bonsai olive tree : 
Dendrobium speciosum var. hillii “Clissolds’ AM/AOC 
Dendrobium kingianum ‘Eva’ HCC/AOC 
Dendrobium Dingadee 

Dendrobium Aussies Angelic ‘Tumbi’ 


View of the show benches at the 7th ANOS Gonterence Chow 
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x ‘Ted’) x ‘Marylin’ 


Ryan Phillips 
Jon Cara 

Jon Cara 

Greg Steenbeeke 
Jon Cara 

Jon Cara 

Jon Cara 

Greg Steenbeeke 
Jon Cara 

Jon Cara 

Jon Cara 

Greg Steenbeeke 
Greg Steenbeeke 
Greg Steenbeeke 
Greg Steenbeeke 
Greg Steenbeeke 
G. Beddow 

S. Hilton 
G. Beddow 
Peter Adams 
Alan Stephenson 
Alan Stephenson 
Alan Stephenson 
Alan Stephenson 
Alan Stephenson 
Peter Adams 
Peter Adams 
Peter Adams 
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Bill Dobson Back Cover 
Bill Dobson Back Cover 


Jon Cara 
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DIRECTORY OF A.N.O.S. GROUPS (and Associated Societies) 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
e ANOS Central Coast: PO Box 3010, Erina NSW 2250 - (02) 4343 1809 
2nd Wednesday each month, 8pm. Narara Community Centre, 2 Pandala Rd, Narara 2250 
° ANOS Far North Coast Inc: PO Box 949, Ballina NSW 2478 - (02) 6686 6303 
3rd Saturday each month (except December), 2pm. C.W.A. Room, River Street, Ballina. 
° ANOS Illawarra: 2 Wilford St, Corrimal NSW 2518 - (02) 4284 8308 
2nd Tuesday each month, 7pm. Old Court House, Wollongong. 
° ANOS Macarthur and District: 43 Strickland Cres, Ashcroft NSW 2168 - (02) 4681 8589 
3rd Thursday each month, 8pm. Birriwa Community Hall, Fitzpatrick Rd, Mt Annan. 
e ANOS Mid-North Coast: 69 The Lakes Way, Forster NSW 2428 - (02) 6554 9733. 
Last Sunday each month, 12 noon, followed by BBQ. Contact secretary for location—Taree or 
Wauchope. 
e ANOS Newcastle: PO Box 4021, Rathmines NSW 2283 - (02) 4975 3729. 
4th Thursday each month, 7.30pm. John Young Community Hall, Thomas St, Cardiff. 
e ANOS Sydney Inc.: 22 Rabaul Ave, Whalan NSW 2770 - (02) 8824 6338. 
3rd Friday each month, 8pm. Senior Citizens Hall, B.H. Community Centre, Conie Ave, Baulkham Hills 
e ANOS Warringah Inc.: PO Box 421, Forestville NSW 2087 - (02) 9981 2525 
3rd Tuesday each month, 8pm. Community Hall, Starkey St, Forestville. 


NEW ZEALAND 
° ANOS New Zealand Native Orchid Group: 42 Titiro Moanna Rd, Korokoro, Lower Hutt 5012 


QUEENSLAND 

Co) ANOS Beenleigh Inc.: PO Box 1130, Beenleigh QLD 4207 - (07) 3805 1973 

1st Thursday each month, 7.30pm. Showground Hall, James St, Beenleigh. 

e ANOS Kabi Inc.: PO Box 424, Aspley QLD 4034 - (07) 3359 5752 

2nd Tuesday all months except January, 7.30pm. Bald Hills Memorial Hall, 2126 Gympie Rd, Bald Hills. 

° ANOS Mackay and District Inc.: PO Box 138, Koumala QLD 4738 - (07) 4950 1065 

2nd Thursday each month, Andergrove Community Centre, Celeber Drive, Andergrove. 

° ANOS Townsville Inc.: 92 Curie St, Wulguru QLD 4811 - (07) 4778 4311 

1st Tuesday each month, 8pm. Townsville Orchid Society Hall, Joe Kirwan Park, cnr Bamford Lane and 
Charles St, Townsville. 

e Native Orchid Society of Toowoomba Inc.: 106 Umbiram Rd, Wyreema QLD 4352. 

1st Friday each month, 7.30pm. Lutheran Church Hall, cnr West and Alderley Sts, Toowoomba. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
° Native Orchid Society of South Australia Inc.: PO Box 565 Unley SA 5061 - (08) 8261 1550 
4th Tuesday each month, 8pm. St Matthew’s Hall, 67 Bridge St, Kensington 


VICTORIA 

e ANOS Geelong Inc.: 2 Cooper St, Melton South VIC 3338 - (03) 9743 6040. 

2nd Wednesday each month, 7.30pm, Uniting Church Hall, Moorabool St, South Geelong. 

e ANOS Victoria Inc.: PO Box 308, Boronia VIC 3155 - (03) 9387-2771. 

1st Friday each month, 8pm. Toorak Uniting Church Hall, 603 Toorak Rd, Toorak (Melways 58 K4) 

e ANOS Melbourne Suburbs Group: PO Box 169, Bayswater VIC 3153 - 0419 720 355. 

4th Wednesday each month, 7.30pm. Montrose Primary School, Leith Rd, Montrose 3765 (Melways 52 
D7) 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
° ANOS Western Australia Inc.: 27 Maidment Parade, Dalyellup WA 6230 - 0419 901 335. 
2nd Monday each month, 8pm. Wilson Community Hall, Braibrise Rd, Wilson. 
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The Australasian Native Orchid Society Inc. 


ANOS Awards CD 
° $20 plus postage 


Products Available 


e CD containing award pictures and fact sheets for each award made by ANOS. 


A Checklist of Australian Native Orchid Hybrids—9th Edition (2010) 
e Hybrid checklist of all Australian Native Orchid Hybrids 


Watercolour Drawings 


Superb colour prints of J.J. Riley’s drawings of Australian Orchids are now 
available in 3 sets of 8 different species each. Each set is $15 plus postage 


° Set 1 


Pterostylis maxima 
Dipodium variegatum 
Pterostylis daintreana 
Pterostylis grandiflora 
Cryptostylis erecta 
Genoplesium filiforme 
Diuris lanceolata 
Rimacola elliptica 


° Set 2 


Pterostylis sanguinea 
Pterostylis depauperata 
Acianthus caudatus 
Caladenia concinna 
Chiloglottis truncata 
Dendrobium kingianum 
Sarcochilus australis 
Dendrobium striolatum 


° Set 3 


Dendrobium moorei 
Lyperanthus nigricans 
Dendrobium bowmanii 
Eriochilus cucullatus 
Pterostylis vittata 
Sarcochilus ceciliae 
Sarcochilus falcatus 
Cymbidium canaliculatum 


Contact the treasurer with regard to availability of these items and in order to 


arrange payment. 


Meeting Planner: Each row is a week in the month—first at top, fourth at bottom. 
For instance, Macarthur and Districts ANOS meets on the 3rd Thursday each month. 


: = Gg 
Townsville ae Toowoomba 
Victoria 
Western Illawarra Central Coast Mackay & 
Australia Kabi Geelong District 
Warringah Macarthur & 
Coast (Sat) District 
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Coast (Sun) 


South Australia 
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Dendrobium Dingadee (L) and D. Aussies Angelic ‘Tumbi’ (R), both awarded at the Kempsey 
Speciosum Spectacular. Photographs by Bill Dobson. 
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View of the show benches at the 7th ANOS Conference and Show, held in Strathpine, north of Bris- 
bane, in late August 2013. Photograph by Jon Cara. 
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